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     Hearst Ventures Description
    
   Hearst Ventures is the global venture capital division of Hearst. Founded in 1995, the group has grown to become one of the most active and successful corporate venture funds with more than $1 billion invested to date. To learn more, connect with Hearst Ventures on Medium or follow on Twitter.
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  New York
Applied XL uses machine learning and computational journalism methods to reveal hidden signals in public data before they become news.
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  Shanghai
Atzuche is one of the leading peer-to-peer auto rental platforms.
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  Boston
Basil leverages real-world data to deliver impactful insights on drugs and medical devices.
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  Shanghai
Cloud-native real estate project collaboration platform.
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  New York
BuzzFeed is the leading independent digital media company delivering news and entertainment to hundreds of millions of people around the world.
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  San Francisco
Caavo provides technology that unifies a customer’s devices, applications and content into a single experience with a central hub.
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  Los Angeles
Caramel is changing the way people buy and sell cars from one another.
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  Madrid
Carto is the leading cloud native Location Intelligence platform.
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  Hangzhou
Baoxiaohe (Cloudbox) is an online packaging design tool that integrates editing, 3D preview, rendering and exporting into one single web product.
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  Boston
Cogito is an artificial intelligence solution that analyzes the human voice and provides real-time guidance to enhance behavior.
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  Copenhagen
Creative Force is an end-to-end eCommerce content production platform enabling high-quality and consistent editorial images, video and copy at scale.
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  Merriam
DDSports Inc. (ShotTracker) is a sensor-based system that delivers statistics and analytics to teams, fans and broadcast networks instantly.
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  New York
Drone Racing League is the global, professional drone racing circuit for elite pilots.
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  Tel Aviv
Combining advanced cryptography with data science, Duality delivers high-performance privacy-protecting computing to regulated industries.
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  Columbus
Enlace Health helps healthcare payers and providers design, implement and administer value-based healthcare and bundled payment programs.
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  Beijing
FlashEx is an operator of crowdsourced point-to-point direct delivery services.
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  Chattanooga
FreightWaves is the number one source for navigating the freight markets.
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  Fullerton
Gori is a logistics technology company pioneering multi-carrier cross-border shipping for e-commerce.
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  Burlington
GPMS provides predictive health monitoring for rotorcraft, eVTOLS and drones to improve safety,  availability and operating margin.
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  Bristol
Huboo makes multi-channel e-commerce fulfilment easy.
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  Boston
Inrupt’s technology puts individuals in control of their data, gives organizations opportunities to create value for customers and allows developers to thrive.
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  Amsterdam
No-code headless Storefront-as-a-Service provider for e-commerce merchants.
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  Cambridge
Insurify reimagines the way you compare, buy and manage your insurance online.
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  New Canaan
Intellihealth is dedicated to scaling and democratizing access to effective medical care for obesity.
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  Hangzhou
Kujiale is a home-decoration platform offering 3D-rendering technologies and design capabilities.
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  San Francisco
Kyte is a vertically integrated rental car operator building the infrastructure and operating system for on-demand cars for trips longer than an Uber ride.
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  Tel Aviv
Loora is a Generative AI English tutoring app that mimics a human tutor, offering real-time, interactive conversation and feedback.
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  New York
Luna Park is building the future of live, interactive entertainment.
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  Pittsburgh
Maven Machines provides advanced fleet management and operations software to the trucking industry.
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  Montreal
Optable is a data management & collaboration solution designed for the advertising ecosystem in the age of privacy.
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  London
The Plum Guide is a professionally-curated marketplace of the world’s best holiday homes.
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  New York
PowerToFly is a company that connects people with companies committed to building more diverse and inclusive environments.
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  Seattle
Battery reports for electric cars that offer essential insight into any used EV.
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  San Francisco
Ridecell helps companies build and operate profitable mobility businesses.
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
     [image: hero]   [image: Roar forward] 
     [image: Roar forward] [image: Roar forward] 
 
  New York
Connecting businesses to insights, data and a robust community of “Re-Imagineers,” a demographic group that is defining new ways of living and working in the second half of life.
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  Venice
Robin Games is a mobile gaming company that is passionate about creating immersive, fantasy worlds.
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  Salt Lake City
Robotic Skies is a marketplace for professional maintenance, repair and inspection to keep commercial and industrial unmanned aircraft systems flying safely and productively.
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  Ontario
RunBuggy is a technology platform that connects car shippers and haulers, making car transportation faster, easier and smarter.
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  New Albany
RxLightning provides a comprehensive platform for streamlining specialty medication access and affordability.
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  Santa Monica
Science is a company that builds and invests in the next generation of companies shaping the future.
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  Los Gatos
ServiceUp is revolutionizing the entire car repair experience by saving businesses, consumers and shops from an outdated repair ecosystem.
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  Shanghai
Share2 is a marketplace for pre-owned fashion goods in China.
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  Atlanta
Sharecare is a health- and wellness-engagement platform providing consumers with information, programs and resources to improve their health.
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  London
Signal is a real-time media-monitoring and market-intelligence tool.
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  Tel Aviv
Simply (formerly JoyTunes) is a global subscription service reinventing the way people all over the world discover, learn and share creative hobbies, from playing a musical instrument, singing and more.
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  New York
Snappy helps companies reward and motivate their team members.
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  Austin
SparkCognition builds artificial intelligence solutions for applications in energy, oil and gas, manufacturing, finance, aerospace, defense and security.
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  Boston
Spartan is the global leader in obstacle course racing.
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  Shanghai
SteelBee is one of the leading online freight logistics data platforms in China.
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  London
Stylus is a subscription-based service offering creative business intelligence.
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  Shanghai
Tezign is a provider of AI-empowered creative services in China.
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  San Diego
Truepic provides secure mobile camera technology that verifies the authenticity of photos and videos and helps to restore trust in digital media.
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  Suzhou
Turing Sense provides the world’s leading solution to commodity authentication.
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  Los Angeles
tvScientific is the leading CTV performance advertising platform enabling businesses of all sizes access to the power of TV advertising.
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  Vienna
Urgently is a leading provider of digital roadside and mobility assistance technology and services for leading brands across automotive, insurance, telematics and other transportation-focused verticals.
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  Los Angeles & Tel-Aviv
 Vault AI is using machine learning to help the media industry predict what content will drive consumers to watch, stream or buy tickets.
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  New York
Via is a global provider of on-demand transit solutions.
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  London
Vyne is a full-stack account-to-account payment solution using open banking for merchants.
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  New York
Wyng builds technology that powers compelling digital experiences for brands and agencies.
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  Beijing
XinAi Sports is a leading sports video portal in China.
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  Beijing
Zcool is a company that operates as an online community platform for designers.
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  Santa Monica
Zeitview provides businesses with aerial information to help them make better, real-time decisions about their most critical assets.
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  San Francisco
Zendrive is a platform promoting driver safety with telematics data collected from smartphones.
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  KENNETH A. BRONFIN
 Senior Managing Director & Head of International Investments, Hearst Ventures
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  Kenneth A. Bronfin is senior managing director of Hearst Ventures, the corporate venture capital unit of Hearst.  
 Bronfin joined Hearst in 1996 and has held a number of leadership positions at the company. He previously served as president of Hearst Interactive Media and Technology Group, which led Hearst’s efforts in digital media alongside the company’s media operating groups.
 Under Bronfin’s leadership, Hearst Ventures has grown to become one of the most active and successful corporate venture funds in the world with more than $1 billion invested to date. Hearst Ventures currently operates in the United States, China, Europe and Israel. In addition to Bronfin’s role driving the growth and success of Hearst Ventures, he acts as a strategic resource to Hearst businesses as they pursue their own digital operational and M&A strategies.
 Previously, Bronfin was with NBC for over 10 years, where he served as general manager of NBC’s digital television group, a founder of the Interactive Media Group and vice president of NBC Cable and Business Development. Bronfin began his career as an engineering manager at an early-stage marine technology business in New Orleans.  
 In addition to his responsibilities serving on the boards of Hearst Ventures’ portfolio businesses, Bronfin also serves on the board of directors of Hasbro Corporation, as well as a broad array of civic, educational and not-for-profit social services boards.  
 Bronfin holds a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from the University of Virginia and a master’s degree in business from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania.
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  SCOTT ENGLISH
 Senior Managing Director & Head of U.S. Investments, Hearst Ventures
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  Scott English is a senior managing director and co-head of Hearst Ventures and pursues strategic investments and acquisitions for Hearst in digital media. English has invested in, and served as a board director or observer of, over 16 companies. Most recently, English led the investments in portfolio companies BuzzFeed, Pandora, Relationship Science, Brightcove, Sling Media and WideOrbit. His primary focus is on Hearst’s investments in the United States.
 English joined Hearst in 1995 and has had a variety of operational and investment responsibilities during his tenure. Aside from his Ventures activities, he has helped oversee two of Hearst’s digital businesses and acted as interim CEO of UGO Networks. In his first position at Hearst, English ran business development and strategy for Hearst’s HomeArts.com network of magazine websites, culminating in the merger of HomeArts.com and Women.com (iVillage). Prior to Hearst, he worked for Details magazine at Conde Nast.
 English graduated with a bachelor’s degree from Trinity College and earned his master’s degree in business from Columbia Business School.
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 Managing Director & Vice President, Hearst Ventures
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  Darcy Frisch is managing director and vice president of Hearst Ventures, where she makes investments in early-stage digital media and information businesses. She currently serves on the boards of tvScientific, Optable Technologies, Via Transportation, Insurify, Zendrive, Ridecell and Cogito. She is responsible for Hearst Ventures’ investment in Recurrent. She previously served on the boards of PowerToFly, Zinc (sold to ServiceMax in 2018), Nexage (sold to Millennial Media in 2014), Sphere (sold to AOL in 2008) and Voxpop.tv (sold to IAC in 2011). Since joining Hearst Ventures in 2000, Frisch has been involved with many of the group’s early investments including drugstore.com, XM Satellite Radio, Circles and MobiTV.
 Prior to Hearst, Frisch held positions as a tax analyst at KPMG and as the legislative assistant for tax for U.S. Senator David Boren of Oklahoma. She received her undergraduate degree from Yale University and earned her master's degree in business administration at the University of Virginia’s Darden Graduate School of Business.
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  GIL CANAANI
 Managing Director, Hearst Ventures
General Manager, Hearst Ventures Israel
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  Gil Canaani is a managing director of Hearst Ventures and the general manager of Hearst Ventures Israel. Based in Tel Aviv, Canaani leads Hearst Ventures’ investments in Israel. Prior to Hearst, he was a partner at 2B-Angels, a seed-stage micro-fund focused on digital media, mobile technologies and enterprise software. Prior to that, he spent four years at Canaan Partners as part of the global investment team and focused on Israeli investment in the technology sector.
 Canaani has a strong technical background from his service in an elite technological unit of the Intelligence Corps in the Israeli Defense Forces. He has also worked in marketing and in R&D for AudioCodes (Nasdaq: AUDC), which provides networking VoIP products and infrastructure.
 Gil is a Kauffman Fellow. He earned his bachelor’s degree in computer sciences from the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo and a master’s degree in business from the Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University.
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  KATIE HU
 Managing Director, Hearst Ventures
General Manager, Hearst Ventures China
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  Katie Hu is a managing director of Hearst Ventures and the general manager at Hearst Ventures China, where she sources, executes and manages Hearst’s early stage TMT investments in China. Since joining in 2014, Hu has been involved in many investments in early stage companies, including LingoChamp and Kujiale. Prior to joining the Ventures team, Hu was a strategy and investments associate at Hearst China, where she managed Hearst’s various businesses and assets across China.
 Prior to Hearst, Hu served as an investment banker at Credit Suisse Hong Kong, where she was mainly responsible for the origination and execution of deals in the consumer, retail and healthcare industries. Her deal experience spans across a variety of financial products including IPOs, M&As, debt and derivatives offerings.
 Hu graduated from the University of Auckland with a first-class-honors bachelor’s degree in commerce and received her master’s degree in finance and economics from the London School of Economics.
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 Managing Director, Hearst Ventures
General Manager, Hearst Ventures Europe
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  Megumi Ikeda is the managing director of Hearst Ventures and the general manager of Hearst Ventures Europe, where she oversees investments and non-organic acquisitions across Europe. She is based in London.
 Ikeda previously ran the European arm of the Peacock Equity Fund, GE Capital and NBCUniversal’s $250 million venture fund. Previously, she worked in corporate M&A and distribution deals at NBCUniversal. Ikeda started her career in Tokyo as a reporter for Dow Jones and an international business manager at Wired in San Francisco.
 Ikeda received her undergraduate degree from Columbia College, Columbia University and earned her master’s degree at UCLA’s the Anderson School.
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 Managing Director, Hearst Ventures
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  David Famolari is managing director of Hearst Ventures. Previously, David was a director with Verizon Ventures, where he led investments in Beamr, FanDuel, Playsight, PrecisionHawk, Skyward and Swiftmile. He also oversaw investments and participation in the Techstars IoT and Mobility programs as well as the creation of the Verizon Media Tech Venture Studio.
 Famolari began his career in advanced technology R&D at Bell Labs. He is the author of more than 50 technical publications and an inventor of more than 70 granted and pending patents.
 Famolari has served on the advisory board for the National Venture Capital Association, the board of the Small UAV Coalition, the strategic advisory board for Grand Central Tech, the investment advisory committee for Ben Franklin Technology Partners and the Wharton employer advisory board.
 Famolari earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in electrical engineering from Rutgers University and a master’s degree in business from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.
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 Vice President, Hearst Ventures
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  Gary Lin is vice president of Hearst Ventures, where he sources, executes and helps manage Hearst’s early-stage investments in China.
 Prior to Hearst, Lin was a senior investor at China Growth Capital, an early-stage venture capital fund, where he mainly focused on fintech, enterprise service and logistics-related investments. Prior to that, he was an angel investor at Decent Capital, the family office founded by Tencent’s co-founder Jason Zeng, covering fintech, lifestyle and software sectors.
 Previously, Lin served as a business development associate at Hearst China, seeking potential M&A targets in China for Hearst’s Business Media segment.
 Lin started his career as an investment banker at Credit Suisse Hong Kong, where he was mainly responsible for 
 the origination and execution of deals in the TMT industry, after receiving his bachelor’s degree from London School of Economics.
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  SHANEEL PAREKH
 Senior Associate, Hearst Ventures
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  Shaneel Parekh is a senior associate at Hearst Ventures, based in London. He is responsible for sourcing and executing investments across Europe and Israel.
 Parekh previously worked at Seligman Private Equity Select, where he was responsible for the screening of investment opportunities, financial analysis, structuring, due diligence and portfolio management. Prior to that, he worked at a venture debt fund Columbia Lake Partners where he focused on enterprise software and consumer internet investments across Western Europe. Parekh started his career at PwC as a management consultant working on buy-side and vendor due diligence, synergy assessments and integrations.
 Parekh holds a Master of Science in finance and private equity from the London School of Economics and Political Science and a Bachelor of Science (Hons) in economics from Queen Mary University of London.
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 Senior Associate, Hearst Ventures
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  Grace Dhanraj is a senior associate at Hearst Ventures, based in New York. She is responsible for sourcing and executing investments based in North America, with a specialization in healthcare technology. She is responsible for Hearst Ventures’ investments in PowerToFly, RxLightning and Basil Systems.
 Prior to joining Hearst, Dhanraj was an investment associate at Overton Venture Capital in New York and at Investible in Sydney, Australia. She also focused on venture and growth-stage impact investments, helping launch the first impact investment fund at Harvard Business School. Dhanraj founded Bloom Bakery, a sustainable seafood bakery, to raise awareness about the dangers of the overpopulation of jellyfish to marine ecosystems.
 Dhanraj began her career as a portfolio manager within the Multi-Asset Solutions group at J.P. Morgan Asset Management. She earned a master’s degree in business administration from Harvard Business School and a bachelor’s degree in applied mathematics from Harvard College.
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  HAROLD GIWA-AMU
 Associate, Hearst Ventures
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  Harold Giwa-Amu is an associate at Hearst Ventures.
 Previously, Giwa-Amu was at Listen Ventures overseeing investments across the consumer fintech, logistics and pet care industries. He also spent time with ZX Ventures, the global investment and innovation group of Anheuser-Busch InBev.
 Prior to working in venture capital, Giwa-Amu was a community and operations manager and enterprise account manager at Deliv, an early-stage, same-day delivery company that was acquired by Target. 
 Giwa-Amu began his career as an advisory analyst at CEB, which was since acquired by Gartner, where he delivered best practice insights to Fortune 500 IT executives.
 He received his bachelor’s degree from Cornell University and earned his master’s degree in business administration from the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University.
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  ISABEL LO
 Associate, Hearst Ventures
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  Isabel Lo is an associate at Hearst Ventures, responsible for sourcing and executing investments in China. She is based in Shanghai.
 Previously, she worked as a senior investment associate at Amphora Capital, an early-stage venture capital firm managing local government funds across China. She was mainly responsible for deals in advanced manufacturing, business-to-business services and agricultural technology sectors. She began her career as a corporate development analyst and assistant to the managing director at Hearst China. In this position, her deal experience involved early-stage technology, media and telecommunications investments, mergers and acquisitions, and joint venture establishment.
 Isabel earned her bachelor’s degree in international journalism from the Communication University of China. She specialized in journalism and mass media.
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